
Sanofi-Aventis to acquire TargeGen Inc., 
a US biopharmaceutical company 
 
Paris, France,  June 30, 2010 – Sanofi-Aventis (EURONEXT: SAN and NYSE: SNY) announced 
today that it has signed an agreement for the acquisition of TargeGen Inc., (“TargeGen”) a privately 
held US biopharmaceutical company developing small molecule kinase inhibitors for the treatment of 
certain forms of leukemia, lymphoma and other hematological malignancies and blood disorders. 

  

Under the terms of the agreement, Sanofi-Aventis will make an upfront payment of $75 million upon 
closing of the transaction. Further milestones payments will occur at different stages of development 
of TargeGen lead product TG 101348. The total amount of all payments, including the upfront 
payment, could reach US $ 560 million. The closing of the transaction is expected to occur in the 3rd 
quarter of 2010 and is subject to customary consent conditions. 

  

“Sanofi-Aventis brings many strengths to the continued development and potential commercialization 
of TG101348”, said Peter G. Ulrich, President and Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder of 
TargeGen. “With their global focus on oncology and long term commitment to this patient population, 
we are confident they will maximize the potential of TG101348 across multiple clinical indications” . 

  

“The acquisition of TargeGen represents a further significant step to increase our engagement in the 
field of hematological malignancies”, declared Marc Cluzel, M.D., Ph.D, Executive Vice-President, 
Research & Development, Sanofi-Aventis. “In addition, this acquisition is another example of our 
strong commitment to oncology to provide patients, physicians and public health stakeholders with 
breakthrough medicines addressing unmet medical needs.” 

  

TG 101348, is a potent inhibitor of Janus kinase 2 (JAK-2). It is an oral agent and is being developed 
for the treatment of patients with myeloproliferative diseases including myelofibrosis (MF). MF is a 
chronic and progressive disorder in which there is a proliferation of certain cells of the bone marrow 
resulting in bone marrow fibrosis and is associated with activating mutations of JAK-2. TG 101348 has 
completed a multicenter clinical Phase 1/2 trial in patients with myelofibrosis. Additional clinical studies 
are planned to start in the second half of 2010. 

  

Besides MF, TG 101348 could be effective in a variety of other hematological malignancies, such as 
Polycythemia Vera (PV), a blood disorder in which the bone marrow produces too many red blood 
cells. Currently, there are no approved or adequately effective therapies to treat these diseases called 
myeloproliferative neoplasms that are estimated to affect around 400,000 patients in the United States 
and in Europe. 

  

About Myeloproliferative Neoplasms 

Myeloproliferative Neoplasms is a group of disesases that include Myelofibrosis, Polycythemia Vera, 
and Essential thrombocythemia. Myelofibrosis (MF) is a disease in which the proliferation of an 
abnormal type of bone marrow stem cell results in fibrosis. Polycythemia Vera (PV) is a blood disorder 
in which the bone marrow produces too many red blood cells. PV may also result in the overproduction 
of white blood cells and platelets. Most of the health concerns associated with PV are caused by a 
blood-thickening effect that results from an overproduction of red blood cells. Essential 
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thrombocythemia (ET) is a chronic blood disorder characterized by the overproduction of platelets by 
megakaryocytes in the bone marrow. In some cases this disorder may be progressive and evolve into 
acute myeloid leukemia or MF. 

  

About TargeGen 

TargeGen is a privately held US biopharmaceutical company based in San Diego, CA, USA, 
developing small molecule kinase inhibitors for the treatment of hematological malignancies and 
certain other disorders. In addition to TG 101348, the company also has additional tyrosine kinases in 
pre-clinical development. For more information, please visit: www.targegen.com. 

  

About Sanofi-Aventis 

Sanofi-Aventis, a leading global pharmaceutical company, discovers, develops and distributes 
therapeutic solutions to improve the lives of everyone. Sanofi-Aventis is listed in Paris (EURONEXT: 
SAN) and in New York (NYSE: SNY). For more information, please visit: www.sanofi-aventis.com. 

 


